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When the shooting stopped on the battlefield,
meny of the most bitterly contested issues that
tad led to the Civil War remained in dispute.
Iwion armias had prevented the Confederate
stztes from seceding, but military might alone
auld not resulve the deep socletal differences
tiat had led to the schism that existed between
%erth and South.

The terms under which the United States
megrated the South back inte the Union helped
dsterrnine the long-term Impact of the Civil War.

feconstruction was a long, difficult struggle that
wbraced a wide spectrum of issues—land, la-
bor, education, civil rights and more. Real chan-
s took place, and some of those changes met

T oliff resistance.

"Reconstructicn” is the term applied to what
happened after the Civil War. But other labels
night have been “Resteration” or even
*Revolution.” Would what came to be known as
fecanstruction amount to no maore than an edict
tiat siraply restored the states back into the
Hion? Or would it be a more Involved process
{hat implied a hroader reshaping of the South?
(v, further still, would it be a fundamental trans-
lormation of Southem soclety writ large, as
some radical Republicans sought?

‘The debate over Reconstruction began during

1 the war. As early as December 1863, Lincoln issu-
] wla Preclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction,

etfering a full pardon and restoration of property

} (except for slaves) for those engaged in the rebel-

Ton by simply swearing loyalty to the Union. Any

1 state where 10 percent of the population who
1 voted in the 1860 election made this pledge could

seturn to the Unfon, [t was a moderate approach
iimed at rewarding Sauthern Unionists who re-

mained loyal to the federal government.
Congress, however, wanted to go much fur-

i ther, On July 2, 1864, Congress passed the
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Wade-Davis Bill, requiring much stricter require-
ments for readmittance to the Union. The legista-
tion required that half a rebellious state's popula-
tlon swear that they did not support secession {a
very difficult threshold to accomplish in 1864),
and it called for legal safeguards for freed slaves,
Lincaln issued a pocket veto and the bill expired.
But the parameters of the debate for a reconsti-
tuted Union were set, with a moderate approach
under the authority of the government's execu-
tive branch on one side, and a radical revolution
directed by the legislative branch on the other.

After the slettlon of 1864, Lincoln signaled
2 shift in his position, favoring a limited enfran-
chisement of African Americans but relatively
generous terms of amnesty. When Lincoln was
assassinated, however, Andrew Johnson became
the president. After Lineoln's first term, Johnson
had been selected as Lincoln’s vice-presidential
running-mate for the 1864 election in order to
broaden Lincoln's appeal to Southemn Unionists.
Johnson was a Unionist from Tennessee who
represented the non-slaveholding Southern yeo-
man class. But while he desplsed the slavehold-
ing Southern aristocracy, his policies demon-
strated little concern for the rights of African
Americans.

Reconstruction Is often divided into two
periods: Presidential Reconstrugtion from 1865
to 1867, and Congressional Reconstruction from
1867 to 1877. Johnson outlined his approach in
May 1865. He offered z pardon to all southern
whites, with the exception of planters with 20
slaves or more. These planters could get an indi-
vidual pardon if they applied for one. Johnson
supported the restitution of all property to
Southerners, but this excluded sfaves. He called
for state conventlons to raconstitute state gov-
ernments. No requirements were placed on the
conventions, other than they free the slaves and
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repudiate secession. None of the conventions
dealt with the issue of black suffrage or the
rights of freed slaves. In fact, some of the new
state governments passed "black codes” that
effectively relmposed a slavelike status on
African Americans. Johnsan then announced that
Reconstruction was complete,

But Cangress did not agree, Dominated by
radical Republicans, Congress refused to ackrowl-
edge the legitimacy of the new state govern-
ments. Johnson and Cangress were in constant
conflict, Johnson vetoed the Freedmen's Bill and
various civil rights bills. This discord was ane of
the reasons Congress pushed so hard to pass
the Fourteenth Amendment. Republicans wanted
to remove the issue of "equality before the law"
frarn the realm of politics and into the Constitu-
tion as a basic right.

In 1867, Congress passed the Reconstruc-
tion Act, overriding a veto by Johnson. It nulli-
fied the existing governments in the South,
called for new governments, created five military
districts, and barred Confederates from holding
office. The way was paved for Republicans and
former slaves to get involved in the Reconstruc-
tion of the South. The battles with Johnson
continued, culminating with an 11-week im-
peachment trial that fell one vate short of

ousting Johnson.

Despite the Republicans’ sweeping Re-
construction legislation, the impeachment of
Johnsan and the election of President Ulysses S,
Grant, the effort to revolutionize Southern socie-
ty fell apart very quickly, By 1870, many of the
former Confederate states had been readmitted
into the Union but were under the control of
conservative Democrats, In 1876, only South
Carolina, Louisiana and Florida were still under
Republican control. Once Democrats regained
contral of thelr states, they reversed Republican
effarts to strengthen schools and protect civil
rights for freed slaves,

Several things contributed to the Repuhblican
collapse. Some of the most important and stri-
dent Republican leaders died—Thaddeus Stevens
in 1868 and Charles Sumner in 1874—and the
new generation of leaders did not share their
radical vision. Scandat after scandal in the Grant
administration undermined Republican credibility.
instead of being saviors of the nation, Re-
publican politicians were seen as self-serving and
corrupt. Ecenomic depression, triggered by the
Panic of 1873, put 3 million people out of work.
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Northern citizens simply lost interest in righting
the South's wrongs. A new ethos emerged of
putting the issues of the war behind the nation.
Disillusionment had set in and there was a dasire
for sectional reconciliation and harmony.,

With the election of 1876, a deal was struck
In the presidential race, The Democrats agreed to
fet the Republican Rutherford B. Hayes become
president on the condition that federa! troops be
removed from the South. The agreement ended
Reconstruction. Many of the issues, particularly
those regarding civil rights, remalned unresolved,

The historical treatment of Reconstruction
has gone through different interpretations, For
decades a Southern interpretation dominated, it
was perhaps bast exemplified by the D. W. Griffith
film The Birth of a Nation. Republican Recons-
truction figures were portrayed as corrupt;
African Americans as unready far freedom and
childlike; and the Ku Klux Klan as protectors of
Southern womanhood,

This oversimplified and one-sided perspec-
tive contained elements of truth, but it over-
locked the commitment the nation had made to
the pratection of equal rights and due process,
That commitment would serve 25 the basis of
the Civil Rights movement of the 1950s and
‘60s. The nation had been consotidated intc a
centralized, expansive Industrial state. The Civil
War and Reconstruction brought experiences
and meaning to the ideals of freedam, democra-
cy and [lberty, even if they also sometimes
reflected the underside of intolerance, inequality
and vialence toward those cutside one's own
community,
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At the conclusian of the Clvil War much of the
South was in a state of ruin and confusion: cities
were devastated, towns sacked, fields fay faliow,
and the economy in shambles. Thousands of
people died of starvation. For millions of people,
the main goal in the Immediate months after the
war was survival, With buildings destroyed, rail-
roads ripped out of the grouad, farms plundered
and bridges demolished, no capital to reinvest in
the economy and lts fabor system turned on its
head, Southerners were confronted with a future

gloomier than any Americans had ever before
faced on such a large scale.

Myrta Lockett Avary recalled how even the
wealthiest and most prestigious Southerners had
become destltute. Sidney Andrews was a New
England journalist who visited the Carclinas and
Georgia shortly after the war. He wrote articles
about what he found for newspapers in Boston
and Chicago. In the South the post-Civil Emﬂ. !
years would be hard ones dedicated to rebuilding
a demolished economy and healing a wounded
society.

A. “Prominent Citizens Became Piesellers”
We did anything and everything we could 1o
make 2 living. Prominens citizens became .
picscllers. Colonel Cary, of Genecal Magruder's
staff, came home to find his family desperately
poor, as weze all respectable folks. He was a
brave soldiet, 2a able officer—before the war,
principal of 2 male academy at Hampron. Now
he did not know ro whas he could twrn H.:m
hang for the support of himself and family. He
walked around his place, came in, and said to
his wife: “My dear, I have raken stock of our
assets. You pride yourself on your »EU.F pies.
We have an apple tree and a cow. I will .w»n_unn
the apples and milk the cow;, and you will Bw__nu
the pies, and I will go around and self them.
Armed with pies, he mee his aforetime
anragonists ar Camp Grant and conquered
them quite. The pies wese delicious; the seller
was a soldier, an officer of distinction, in hard
luck; and the men at Camp Grant wete soldiers
too. There was sharp demand and good prices;
only the clite—officers of rank—could afford to
indulge in these confections. Well it was thac
Yankee mothers had cultivated in their sons an
zppetite for pies. One Savannah [ady ...w»n_n .n_.E..
ty dollars selling pies to Sherman’s u&&.nnn in
Georgids aristocratic “cicy by the sea” highbred
dames stood at basement windows selling cakes
and pies to whoever would buy.

Colonel Cary had thrifty rivals chroughout
Dixie. A once-rich Planter near Columbia made
a living by selling flowers; a Charleston aristocrat
peddled tea by the pound and molasses by the
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quart to his former slaves. General Stephen
Elliott sold fish and oysters which he caught
with his own hands. His friend, Caprain Stoney,
did likewise. Gentlemen of position and for-
merly of wealth did not pause to consider )
whether they would be disceedited by pursuing
occupations quite as humble. Men of high )
artainments, without capital, without any basis
upon which to make 2 new start in Life except
“grit,” did whartever they could find to do and
made merry over it
For hwmunrm after the surrender, Oonm.nmn.?
ates were passing through the country to their
homes, and hospicality was free to every ragged
and footsore soldier; the poor best the larder of
every mansion afforded was at the command of
the grayjacket, How diffidently proud men
wold ask for bread, their empty pockets mrnmu.
ing them! When any man turned them off with
cold words, it was not well for his neighbors o
know; for so he was like to have no more res-
pectable puests, The soldiers in:u.moom compa-
ny, bringing news from far and a._..&n. Most
were cheerful, glad they were going home, )
undaunced by long tramps ahead. The soldier
weas used o hard marches, Now that his course
was set toward where loved ones watched for
his coming, life had its rosy outlook that turned
to gray for some who reached the spoc where
home had stood to find oﬂﬁwﬁ_ﬂg of ashes.
Reports of countey through which they came
s.nwn often summed up: “White folks in the
fields, Negroes flocking o towns, Freedmen's N
Bureau offices everywhere thronged with blacks,
A man who belonged to the crippled squad,
not onc of whorn had a full complement of
arms and legs, told this story: As four of nrn_.w.-
were Jlimping along near Lexington, they notic-
ed a grayheaded white man in rough, pued-
stained clothes turning furrows with a plow and
behind him a white girl dropping corn. Taking
him for a hited man, they hallooed: “Hello,
there!” The man raised his head. “Say,” they
called, “can you tell us where we can get some-
thing to eac?” He waved chem towards 2 house
where a lady who was on the porch asked chem
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to have a seat and waic while she had food
cooked.

They had an idea that she prepared with
her own hands the dinner ro which they pre-
sently sac down, of hot haecakes, burermitk,
and a litlle meat so smothered in lertuce leaves
that it looked 2 great deal. When they had
cleared up the table, she said: “T am having
more bread cooked if you can wait 2 few min-
utes. 1 am sorry we have not more meat and
milk. I know this has been a very light repast
for hungry men, but we have enterained others
this morning, and we have not much left. We
hate 10 send our soldiers hungry from the door;
chey ought to have the best of everything when
they have fought so fong and bravely and suf-
fered so much.” The way she spoke made them
proud of the arms and legs they didn't have.

Now that hunger was somewhat appeased,
they began to note surroundings. The dwelling
was that of a military man, and a man of piety
and culrure. A lad running in addressed the
lady as Mrs. Pendleton and said something
about “where General Pendleton is plowing.”

. They stumbled to their crutches! and in
blushing confusion humble apologies, all che
insdincts of the soldier shocked at the liberries
they had taken with an officer of such high
grade and at the ease of manner with which
they had sat at his table to be served by his
wife, They knew their host for Willian: Nelson
Pendleton, late brigadier general, C.S.A., chicf
of artillery of the Army of Northern Virginia, a
fighting preacher. She smiled when they blun-
dered out the excuse that they had mistaken
him for z day laborer.

“The mistake has been made before,” she
said. “Indeed, the General is a day laborer in his
own field, and it does not mordify him in the
least now thac alf our people have wo work. He
is thankful his strengrth is sufficient, and for the
help that the schoolboys and his daughters give
him.” She put bread into their haversacks and
sent them on their way rejoicing, The day labo-
ter and his plow were close ro the roadside, and
as they passed, they drew themselves up in line
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and brought all the hands they had tw their
ragged caps in salute.

Doctor Robett G. Stephens, of Adant,
tells me of a Confederare soldier who, rerurning
armless to his Georgia home, made his wife
hitch him o a plow which she drove; and they
made a crop. A Northern missionary said in
1867, to a Philadelphia audience, thar he had
seen in North Carolina a white mother hitch
herself 1o a plow which her eleven-year-old son
drove, while another child dropped into the
furrows seeds Northern charity had given.
—MYRIA LOCKETT AVARY, Dixie After the War

B. “In the Heart of Destrucrion”

Columbia, S. C., September 12, 1865~
Columbia is in the hears of Destruction, Being
ourside of it, you can only get in through one
of the roads built by Ruin, Being in ir, you can
only gee out over one of the roads walled by
Desolation. You go north thirty-two miles and
find the end of one railroad; southeast thirgy
miles and find the end of another; south forty-
five miles and find the end of a third; southwest
fifty miles and meet a foucth; and northwest
twenty-nine miles and find the end of seill
another. Sherman came in here, the papers used
to say, w break up the railroad system of the
seaboard states of the Confederacy. He did his
work so thoroughly that half a dozen years will
nothing more than begin to tepair the damage,
even in this regard.

Certain bent rails are the first ching one
sees 10 indicate the advent of his army, They are
at Branchville, I looked at them with curious
interest, "It passes my comprehension to rell
what became of our railroads,” said a reaveling
acquaintance; “one week we had passably good
roads, on which we could reach almest any pant
of the state, and the nexe week they were all
gone,—not simply broken up, but gone; same of
the material was burned, I know, bue miles and
miles of iren have actually disappeared, gone out
of existence.” Branchville, as I have already said,
was flanked, and the army did noc reke it in the
line of march, but some of the boys paid a visit.

Ar Orangeburg there is ample proof thar
the army passed that way. About one third of
the town was burned. [ found much dispute as
to the origin of the fire; and while cerrain fel-

. lows of the baser sort loudly assert that it was

" the work of the Yankee, others of the better

- ¢lass express the belief thac iv originated with a

: resident who was angry at the Confederare offi-

! cers, Thereabours one finds plenty of raifroad

j iron so bencand nwisted thar it can never again
! be used. The genius which our soldiers dis-

! played in destroying railroads seems remarkable.

| How effectually they did it, when they under-
. ook the work in earnest, no pen can make

" plain. “We could de something in that line, we
thoughs,” said an ex-Confederate caprain, "bur

. we were ashamed of ourselves when we saw
> how your men could do it.”

We rode over the road where the army mar-
thed. Now and then we found solitary chimneys,
bue on the whole compamtively few houses were
burned, and some of those were fired, ic is belie-
ved, by persons from the Rebel army or from the
neighboring locality. The fences did not escape
10 well, and most of the planters have had theze
10 build during the suramer. This was particulac-
ly the case near Columbia. Scarcely a tenth of
thar destroped appears to have been sebuilt, and
thousands of acres of land of much richness lie
open as 2 commeon.

There Is 2 great scarcity of stock of all
kinds, What was left by the Rebel conscription
officers was frecly appropriated by Sherman's
army, and the people really find considerable dif-
ficulty, not less in living than in traveling, Milk,

formetly an article much in use, can only be had
now in limited quantities; even ac the hotels we
have mere meals without than wirh it. There are
more mules than horses, appacently; and the ani-
mals whether mules or horses, are all in ill con-
dition and give evidence of severe overwork.
Columbia was doubrless once the gem of
the state. It is as regularly laid ouc as a checker-
boatd—the squares being of uniform length
and breadeh and che strects of uniform width.
What with its broad steeets, beauriful shade
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tress, handsome lawns, extensive gardens, luxu-
riant shrubbery, and wealth of Howers, 1 can
easily see that it musc have been a delightful
place of residence, No South Carolinian with
whom I have spoken hesirates an instans in
declaring that it was che most beautiful city on
the continent; and, as already mentioned, they
charge its destruction directly to General
Sherman.

It is now a wilderness of ruins. Its heart is
but a mass of blackened chimneys and erum-
bling walls, Two thirds of the buildings in the
place were burned, including, without excep-
tion, everything in the business portion. Not 2
store, office, or shop escaped; and for a distance
of three fourths of a mile on each of twelve
streets there was not a building lef....

Every public building was destroyed, except
the new and unfinished Statehouse. This is situ-
ated on the summit of rableland whereon the
city is bailt, and commands an extensive view
of the surrounding country, and musc have
been the first building seen by the victarious
and on-masching Union army. From the sum-
mit of the ridge, on the opposite side of the
river, a mile and 2 half away, a few shells were
thrown at it, without doing any particular dam-
age. With this exception, it was unharmed,
though the workshops, in which were stoted
many of the archiccaves, caps, sills, exc., were
burned—the fire, of course, destroying or
seriously damaging their contents. The poverty
of this people is so deep that there is no proba.
bility that it can be finished, according to the
original design, during this generation ar leasr.

The ruin here is neither half so eloquent
nor touching as that at Charleston. This is bue
the work of flame, and mighe have mosdy been
brought about in time of peace. Those ghostly
and crumbling walls and those long-deserted
and grass-grown streets show the prostration of
a cominunity—such prostration as only war
could bring,

—SIDNEY ANDREWS, The South Since the War
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APPENDIX A2

“EDUCATION MUST BECOME
UNIVERSAL”

The Republiean Congress craated the Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands in
March 1885 to help alleviate conditions for the
4 million African Americans who had escaped
from slavery, had been granted freedom or were
about to be freed at the conclysion of the Civii
Wer. Almost all of the sfaves wera ilfiterate,
Having gained their freedom, many also lost thelr
means for survival. They did not have property,
training or experience in a free ECOnomy,

The Freedmen's Bureay went about the task
of establishing schools te teach freed slaves
how to read, write and receive other basic edy-
cation. The bureay also provided food, set up
courts to protect emancipated slaves' civil
rights, and founded savings banks, From 1865
to 1872 the bureav spent more than $6 million
on educatlon and $15 million for food; it provid-
ed medical assistance for more than 500,000
people.

But as this 1868 Cengressional Report on
the Freedrmen’s Bureau makes clear, the agency
made significant accomplishments in the face of
a hostile pofitical environment, The report’s con-
clusion that military enforcement would be rrec-
essary to perpetuate the agency’s program

proved correct. When Reconstruction ended and
the military was withdra . white hostility
Pushed back many of the bureau’s gains,

When our armies entered the South rwo facts
became apparent: fizst, 2 surprising thirst for
knowledge among the negraes; second, 2 large
volunteer force of teachers for their instruction,
Wichout delay schools were successfully es-

tablished and the earfiest eforts to imparc
knowledge found the freedmen ready for s re-
ception. Teachers of characrer and cultyre were
ready from the first, To some extent the army
had carried its own instructors, Negro servants
of officers studied ar the campfires of fellow ser
vants, Chaplains of eoloted troops became jns-
tructors. In the campaigns of 1864 and 1865
the Christian Commission emplayed 50 teach-
ers in colored camps and regiments.
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At the close of the war it is believed dia
20,000 colored soldiers could read intelligendy,
and a much lacger number were learning their
first lessons,

Really wonderful restlts had been accom-
plished through the disinteresced efforcs of
benevolent associarions working in connection
with the government. But arrangements were
soon made to give, on a larger seale, systemaric
and impartial aid to all of them. This consisted
in turning over for schaol use temporary gov-

erament buildings no longer needed for mili-
tary purpases, and buildings seized from dislog-
al owners; also transporrarion for teachers,
books, and school farniture, with quarters and
tations for reachers and superintendants when
on dugy.

Schools were taken in charge by the
Bureau, and in some States carried on wholly
(in conneerion with local effores) by use of the
“refugees and freemen’s fund.” Teachers came
under the general direction of the assiscant
commissioners, and Protection through the
deparcment commanders was given to all
engaged in the work,

Superintendants of schools for each Stare
were appointed July 12, 1865, whose duty it
was “to work as much as possible in connection
with State officers wha may have had school
mateets in charge, and o take cognizance of ail
that was being done to educae refugees and
freedmen, secure protection 1o schools and
teachers, promote method and efficiency, and
to correspond with the benevolent agencies
which were supplying his field.”

The toral number of pupils January 1,
1866, in all the colored schools, as near as
could be ascernained, was 90,589; teachers,
1,314; schools, 740.

Whenever our woops broke through the [ines
of the enemy, schools followed, Ar Hampron,
Beaufort, North Carolina, Roanoke Island, and
New Otleans, they were soon in operation. A,
very efficient system was institured for Louisiana
in the early pare of 1864, by Mzjor General
Banks, then in command of thar Stae, It was

lf .

ed by a milirary tax upon the whole
”ﬂﬂﬁﬂo:.mnﬁoow were opened in Savanaah,
Georgis, on the entrance of Ounnmuﬂ Sherman,
in December, 1864, and 500 pupils were at
once encolied, Ten intelligent colored persons
were the first teachers, and nearly $81,000 were
immediately contribured by the negroes for .
their support. This work was E.m»s_.u& by the
Secretary of the American Tract Sociery; .momnou.
Tiwo of the largest of these schools were in L
“Bryan’s slave mart,” where platforms occupi
a few days before with bondmen m.oH sale Wow
came crowded with children learning ro rea 3
Ac the end of the schaot u_ﬁw_.. July H.. H.moan .
i nd that while complete organizaci
__.”mﬁ_”om”wng reached, the schools in nearly all
the States were steadily gaining in numbers,
attainment, and general mamznu.nn.
The official reports of superintendants gave
975 schools, 1,405 teachers, and wcu.uu‘m pupils.
Bu chese figuses were not 4 true exhibic of the
actual increase. They did not include many .
schools which failed to report. It was estimace
that in all che different methods o.m ﬁ..urﬁm .
there had heen, during the vﬁnm&nm six Bob_ A
150,000 freedmen and their children carnestly
and successfully occupied in study. )

Some change of senciment had, ac this ;
time, been ohserved among the munnn_. classes oﬂ
the South; those of higher intelligence m.n__Soi -
edging thar educarion must become universal.
Stifl, multitudes bitterly opposed the schools. \
Teachers were proscribed and ill-creared; mnro.w -
houses were busned; many schools could not be
opened, and others, afier a brief struggle, had
to be closed. Nevercheless, the country began to
feel the moral power of this movement. Com-
mendarions came from Foreign Jands, and the
universal demand of good men was that the

on.
ion_;w,“ﬂw”_“mmm the desire for &_.._Bmo: among
the Feedmen, we give the following faces:
When the collection of the general =X for col-
ored schogls was suspended hm Youisiana by .
military order, the consternation of the calore
population was intense. Pecitions began to pour
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in. I saw one from the plantations across nrm
river, at least thirty feet in length, representing
ren chousand negroes. It was affecting o exara-
ine it, and note the names and marks [X] of
such a long list of parents, ignorant nwanM?nm.
but begging that their childeen might w.n edu-
cated, promising thar from bencach their pres-
ent burdens, and out of their extreme poverty,
ould pay for ir.
anuu_qmnmnnﬂuﬂﬂ, 1865, . W. E,BR_.. the pres-
ent general superintendant, was appoinced
“Inspector of Schools.” He R.B.n_& &Snmr .
nearly all the States lately in insurcection, an
made the first general report to the Bureau en
the subject of education, January 1, Emmm B
Extracts from this repore give the condition
of the freedmen throughout the whole South,
He says, “The desire of the freedmen mw..
knowledge has not been overstated. This comes
raf causes.
mcnw w.awﬁo.rn natural chirst for knowledge com-
en.
Eoﬁwﬁwmﬂ“ have scen power and mum_.._nunn
among white people always nom__u_& i_n@n“pﬁnw?
ing; it is the sign of that elevation o which they
=9<=M.ﬂ” .Euannnma. hitherto hidden from
them in wrireen liveracure, excite to the special
of baoks.
mEn_wM. Their freedom has given ﬁo.nn_mnmb )
stimulus ¢o all effort, indicating a iﬁ.:...x which
auguss well for their whole future condition
nd MW»WM”W"E?Q&? the pracrical business mm
life soha upon their hands shows their immedi-
.
e ﬁ%ﬂ%mﬁﬂﬂ M—aﬁn_ and acknowledge; hence
their unusual welcome of and attendance upon
schools is confined to no one class orage.
Those advanced in life throw up their hands at
fiest in despair, bus a liede encouragement
places even these as pupils at the &Eﬂ&mﬂ
“Such as are in middle life, the F._woznw
classes, gladly avail themsclves of evening unm.
Sabbath-schools, They may be often seen during
the intervals of toil, when off duty as servants,
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on steamnboas, along the railroads, and when
unemployed in the screets In che city, or on
planearions, with some fragment of a spelling-
book in their hands, earnestly ac study.

“Regiments of colored soldiers have neatly
all made improvement in learning. In some of
them, where but few knew cheir letters at first,
nearly every man can now read, and many of
them writc. In other regiments one-half or two-
thirds can de this.

“Even in hospicals I discovered very com-
mendable efforts at such elementary instrucsion.

“But the great movement is among children
of the usual school age. Their parents, if at all
intelligent, encourage them to study, Your offi-
cers add cheir influence, and it is a fact, not
always true of children, that among those re-
cently from bondage, the school-house, howey-
er rough and uncomforrable, is of all places the
most attractive, A very common punishment
for misdemeanor is the threac of being kepr ac
home for a day. The theear, in most cases, 1s
sufficient.”

The reporr goes on to say, "Much opposi-
tion has been encountered from those who do
nat believe in the elevation of the negro, A
multitude of facts mighe be given. It is the testi-
mony of all superinrendancs thac if military
power should be withdrawn, our schools would
cease to exist.

“This opposition is sometimes ludicrous as
well as inhuman. A member of the legislarure,
in session while I was at New Odeans, was
passing one of the schools with me, having ax
the time its recess, the grounds about che build-
ing being filled with children. He stopped and
looked intencly, then earnestly inquired ‘Is this
aschool?” ‘Yes,’ I replied, “What! of niggers?’
“These are colored children, evidently,’ I ans-
wered, “Well! Well? said he, and raising his
hands, ‘T have seen many an absurdity in my
lifezime, bur chis is the climax of absnrdities” I
am sure he did not speak from effecr, bur as he
felr. He lefe me abrupdly, and wened the nexe
cotner to take his sear with legislacors similarly
prejudiced.”
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The act of July 16, 1866, enlarged the pow-
ers of the Bureau in regard 10 education. Tt
sdnctioned co-operation with private benevolent
associations, and with agenes and weachers acered-
ited by them. It directed the Commissioner w
“hire or provide, by lease, buildings for purposes
of education whenever teachers and means of
instrucrion, wichout cost to the gavernment,
should be provided.” And, also, that he should
“furnish such protection as mighe be required
for the safe conduct of such schools,”

The schools, on the passage of this act,
assumed in ali respects 2 more enlarged and
permanent character. Schools in the cities and
larger towns began 1o be graded. Normal or
high schools were planned, and a few came
into existence, The eatliest of these were at
Norfolk, Charleston, New Orleans and
Nashville.

Industrial schools for girls, in which sew-
ing, kniting, unﬁi.wﬂm&am_ etc., were taugh,
were encouraged. School buildings, by rent or
conscruction, weee largely pravided, and new
stimulus was given to every deparcment.

The freedmen, in view of new civil righs,
and whar the Bureau had undercaken for them,
had gained an advanced standing, with increas-
ing self-respect and confidence thar a vastly im-
proved condition was within their reach,

Up to this time it had been questioned,
whether colored children could advance rapidly
into the higher branches, but it was found that
23,727 pupils were in writing, 12,970 in geogra-
phy, 31,692 in arichmetic, and 1,573 in higher
branches; and thar out of 1,430 teachers of the
day and night schools, 458 were colored petsons,

The January repore stated thar “the actual
results reached since these schools commenced,
both in numbers and in advancement, were sur-
prising,” At the end of the school year, July 1,
1867, it could be said, “We look back with

astonishmenc ar the amotne accomplished.
Such progress as is seen under auspices admit-
ted to be unfavorable; the permanency of the
schools, scarcely one failing when once com-
menced; the rapid increase of general incelli-

N

gence among the whole colozed population, are
marxers of constant remark by every observer.
Thus far this educational efforr, considered as a
whole, has been eminently successful. The
country and the world are surprised to behold a
depressed race, so lately and so long in v.o:m.»wp
springing o their feet and o_.:onr..ﬁ nﬁn lists in
hapeful competition with evety rival.

Reports from aif the States show thar there
are 1,839 day and night schools, 2,087 teach-
ers, and 111,442 pupils. By adding industrial
schools, and thosa “wichin the knowledge of
the superintendant,” the number will be 2,207
schools, 2,442 reachers, and 130,735 pupils.

Sabbath-schools also show much farger
numbers during the past year, the figures being
1,126 schools and 80,647 pupils; and if we add
those “not regulatly reported,” the whole rum-
ber of Sabbath-schools will be 1,468, with
105,786 pupils; totals, schools of all kinds, as
repoceed, 3,695; pupils, 238,342, OF these
schools 1,086 are sustained wholly or in part by
the freedmen, and 391 of the buildings in
which these scheols are held are owned by

themselves; 699 of the teachers in the day and
night schools are colored and 1,388 white;
28,068 colored pupils have paid wition, the
average amount per month being $12,720.96,
or a fraction over 45 cents per scholar, Only
8,743 pupils were free befora the war. ]

As showing the progress of the Schools, it
will be observed that 42,879 pupils are now in
writing, 23,957 in geography, 40,454 in arith-
metic, and 4,661 in higher branches. Tweney-
one normal or high schools are in operation,
with 1,821 pupils, the schools having macw._&
in number during the last year with three dmes
the number of pupils. OF thesz schools not
many are far advanced, but they are intended to
be what their name implies.

There are now 35 industrial schools, giving
instruction to 2,124 pupils in the various kinds
of famale labor, not including 4,185 in the day
schools, who are raught needle-work. The aver-
age daily attendance in all the above schools has
been nearly 75 per cent of the enrollmens.

Atrhendiv A- Recosterrsicting the Mation

There are now connected with these schaals
44 childrens temperance socieries, called the
*Vanguard of Freedom,” having, in the aggre-
gate, 3,000 members, These societies are con-
stantly increasing, and doing much to trin
children in correct moral habics.

Education in thrift and economy is effected
theough the influence of the “Freedmen's Savings
and Trust Company,” chartered by Congress,
and placed under the protection of this Bureau.
Twenty branches of this institution, located in as
many of the central cities and larger towns of the
Southern Srates, are now in operation. Six of
these banks have, at this time (January 1, 1868),
on deposit an average of over $50,000 each, the
whole amount now due depasitors ar all the
branches being $585,770.17. Four times this

amount has been deposited and drawn our for
use jn important purchases, homesteads etc,
Both the business and the influence of the
banks are tapidly increasing. Mulricudes of
these people never before had the first idea of
saving for future use. Their former industry was
only 2 hard, profitless task, but under the ins-
tructions of the cashiers the value of money is
learned, and they are stimulated 1o carn it
—Congressional Report on the
Freedman's Bureau

APPENDIX A3
FIRST RECONSTRUCTION ACT

When Vice President Andrew Johnson ascended
to the executhve office after Lincoln's assassina-
tion, he saught to continue Lincoln's _.m“mﬁ.zm_«
lenient Reconstruction policy of creating provi-
sional state governments in the former Confe-~
derate states. But as Johnson had little interest
in protecting—much less enhancing—the rights
of blacks in the South, his only requirement was
that these states abolish slavery and repudiate
secession., As a result, several states imposed
strict new hlack codes that virtually re-created
the slave status of many African Americans.
Some states decided to repeal, rather than repu-
diate, secession, Johnson accepted these
actions.
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But Congress howled. With the vickory of
radical Republicans in the 1866 election, Con-
gress impased a much harsher policy calling for
military control over the former Confederate
states. In order to be readmitted into the Union,
state conventions were required in which dele-
gates were elected by universal mmale suffrage,
with the exception of anyone who participated in
the Confederate war effort. As a result, state
conventions consisted almost entirely of fread
slaves and newly arrived citizens fram the North,
derisively known as “carpetbaggers.” Johnson
vetoed the act, saying it was unconstitutional.
Congress overrode the veto.

A flurry of vetoes and override votes ensued
no:n.m:_m:m civil rights, reconstruction policy and
presidential authority. Relations between Johnson
and Congress rapldly deteriorated. [n the sum-
mer of 1867 Johnson dismissed Secretary of
War Ecwin Stanton while Congress was in recess.
Republicans accused Johnson of vilating the
Tenure of Office Act, which Johnson had vetoed
but was passed with an override vote by Con-
gress. On February 24, 1868, the House of
Representatives resolved to impeach Johnson.
Two weeks later the Impeachment was present-
ed to the Senate. On May 16, 1868, the Senate
voted 35-19 to impeach Johnson, one vote shy
of n:.m required two-thirds majarity for
conviction,

Whereas na legal Stare governments or ade-
quate pratection for life or property now exists
in the rebel States of Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Grorgia, Mississippi, Alabama,
Louisiana, Florida, Texas, and Arkansas; and
whereas it is necessary that peace and good
order should be enforced in said Stares undil
loyal and republican Stace governments can be
legally established: therefore,

Be ic enacted by the Senatc and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, Thar said rebel States
shall be divided into military districts and made
subject to the military auchority of the United
Srates as in hereinafter prescribed, and for that
putpose Virginia shall constitute the first dis-
erict; North Carolina and South Carolina the
second distric; Georgia, Alabama, and Floridz
the third district; Mississippl and Arkansas the

844

oy

fourth district; and Louisiana and Texas the
fifch districr,

Section 2. And be it farther enacred, That
it shall be the duty of the President o assign o
the command of each of said districts an officer
of the army, not below the rank of brigadiar-
general, and o deail a sufficient military force
to enable such officer 1o perform his duties and
enforce his authority within the districe 1o
which he is assigned.

Seccion 3. And be it furcher enacted, Tha
it shall be the duzy of each officer assigned as
aforesaid, to protect all persons in their rights of
person and property, to suppress insusrection,
disorder, and viclence, and to punish, or cause
wo be punished, all disturbers of the public
peace and criminals; and to this end he shall
allow local civil teibunals to take jurisdiction of
and to try offenders, or, when in his judgment
it rmay be necessary for the trial of offendess, he
uwum__ have power to organize milicary commis-
sions or eribunals for thar purpose, and all
interference under color of State authority with
the exercise of military aucherity under this s,
shall be null and void.

Section 4. And be it further enacted, Thae
all persons put under military arrest by virtue of
this act shall be tied without unnecessary delay,
and no cruel or unusual punishment shall be
inflicred, and no sentence of any mifitary com-
mission ot tribunal hereby authorized, affecting
the life or liberry of any person, shall be exccut-
ed until it is appraved by the officer in com-
mand of the district, and the Jaws and regul-
tions for the governmenc of the army shall not
be affected by this act, except in so far as they
conflict with its provisions: Provided, That no
sentence of death under the provisions of this
ace shall be carried into effect withour the app-
roval of the President.

Section 5. Tha when the people of any one
of said rebel States shall have formed a constin-
tion of government in conformity with the
Constitution of the United States in all Tespects,
framed by a convention of delegares elected by
the male citizens of said State twenty-one years

old and upward, of whatever race, colar, or pre-

| vious condition, who have been resident in said

Sute for one year previous w the day of such
dection, except such as may be disfranchised
for participation in the rebellion or for felony at
rommon law, and when such consttution shall
provide that the elective franchise shall be
atjoyed by all such persons as have the qualifi-
crions herein states for electors of delegates,
and when such constitution shall be rarified by
2 majotity of the persons voting on the ques-
tion of ratification who are qualified as elecrors
kor delegates, and when such constitution shall
bave been submitted to Congress for examina-
tion and approval, and Congress shall have
appeoved the same, and when sald State, by a
vote of its legislature elected undér said consti-
wtion, shall have adopted the 2mendment to
the Constitution of the United States said State
shall be declared entitled to tepresentarion in
Conggess, and senarors and representatives shall
be admitted therefrom on their raking the oath
prescribed by law; and then and thereafter the
preceding sections of this ace shall be inopera-
tive in said States: Provided, That no person
excluded from the privilege of holding office by
said proposed amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, shall be eligible to election
a5 2 member of the convention to frame a con-
stirution for any of said rebel Statcs, nor shall
any such person vote for members of such
convention.

—UNITED STATES CONGRESS

APPENDIX A4

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

The United States passed three kandmark
amendments to the Constitution immediately fol-
lowing the Civil War. All three guaranteed the
rights of citizenship to African Amaricans, and
the Fourteenth Amendment expanded the rights
of ali Americans.

In January 1865 Congress passed legislation
for the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion banning stavery from the United States.

Annandiv Ae Boranctrurtine the Nation

Northern states quickly approved the amendment,
but to secure ratification by three-quarters of the
states, at least some Southern states needed to
approve it, Ratificatlon by legislatures in former
Confederate states became a condition for restar-
ing relations with the Unicn. The amendment,
received final ratification on December 6, 1865,
ensuring the freedom of more than 4 milfion
African American siaves from bondage.
Reealling Supreme Caurt Chief Justice Roger
B. Taney's ruling in the Dred Scott decision that
blacks—-whether free or enslaved—would not be
considered as citizens, Congress initiated the
Fourteenth Amendment defining citizenship and
guzranteeing the equal protection of laws, The
Immediate effect of the amendment was thus to
secure the civit rights of the freedmen. The long-
term impact of the equal protection clause, how-
ever, embraced a wider range of constituencies
(such as women and corporations) and had much
broader implications on a spectrum of Jegal issues.
The second, third and fourth sections of the
Fourteenth Amendment were specifically direct-
ed at reshaping the South and punishing those
who had assisted the Confederate war effort.
The second sectlan gives Southern states the
choice of either accepting Afrlcan-American vot-
ers or [osing seats in the House of Represen-
tatives, thus all but compelling them to enfran-
chise former slaves, The third section wiped out
the South's former political leadership by ban-
ning formar Confederate leaders from taking
public office without swearing an oath in support
of the Constitution. Finally, the faurth section
disavowed Confederate war debt, validated the
United States war debt, and disallowed all ctaims
for loss of property, including slaves.

In early 1869 the Republican Congress initi-
ated the Fifteenth Amendment, which enfranch-
ed African-American men. Many former Confe-
derate states had already given former slaves
the right to vote in thelr new state constitu-
tions, but radical Republicans were concerned
that when the Reconstruction perlod ended, the
new state governments would retract that right.
The Immediate effect of the amendment was to
enfranchise African Americans in the North,
Nevertheless, Republican fears were well founded
as Southern Democrats imposed a series of
obstacles for African-American voters in the late
1800s, including the poll tax, highly restrictive
registration laws, literacy and property qualifica-
tions, and other loopholes. [n many parts of the
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Deep South, African Americans were effectively
barred from veting until the Civil Rights move-
ments in the 1960s.

A. Thirceenth Amendment
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convice-
ed, shall exist within the United States, oc any
place subject o their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have the power to
enforce this artice by appropriate legislation.

~-UNITED STATES CONGRESS

B. Fourteenth Arnendment

Section 1. All persons bom or naruralized in
the United States, and subject to the jurisdic-
ton thereof, are <itizens of the United States
and of the Swace whercin they reside. No state
shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens
of the United Srates; nor shall any State deprive
any person of life, libercy, ot property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any petson
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the [aws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be appor-
tioned among the several States according to
their respective numbers, eounting the whole
number of persons in each Seate, excluding
Indians noe taxed. But when the right 1o vore at
any election for the choice of electors for Presi-
dene and Vice-President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the Executive and

Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the
Legislature thereof, is denied 1o any of the male
inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years
of age, and citizens of the United Srates, or in
any way abridged, except for participation in
rebellion, or ather erime, the basis of representa-
tion therein shall be reduced in the proportion
which the number of such male citizens shall
bear to the whole number of male citizens twen-
ty-one years of age in such Stare.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or
Representative in Congress, or elector of
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President and Vice-President, or hold any office,
civil or military, under the United States, or
under any State, who, having previously taken
an oath, as a member of Congress, o as za off}-
cer of the United States, or as 2 member of any
Stace, to support the Constitution of the
United States, shall have engaged in insurtec-
tion or rebellion against the same; or given zid
or comfort to the enemies thereof, But
Congress may by 2 vote of two-thirds of each
House, remove such disabilicy.

Section 4. The validity of the public debr of
the United States, authorized by faw, including
debts incurred for payment of pensions and ba-
undes for services in suppressing insurrection or
rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the
United States nor any State shall assume or Py
any debr or obligation incurred in aid of insurrec-
tion or rebellion against the United States, ot any
claim for the Joss or emancipacion of any slave;
but all such debts, obligations, and claims shall
be held illegal and void.

Secrion 5. The congress shall have the
pawer to enforce, by approprisce legislation, the
provisions of this areicle.

~UNITED STATES CONGRESS

C. Fifeteenth Amendment
Section 1. The right of cirizens of the United
Seates to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United Stazes or by any State on account
of race, color, or previous cordition of
setvitude.

Section 2, The Congress shall have power
to enforce chis article by appropriate legislation,

—UNITED STATES CONGRESS

APPENDIX A5

“THE END OF THE WHITE MAN'S
(GOVERNMENT”

The New Orleans Tribune was the first daily
newspaper published by African Americans. In
the wake of the Civil War, it served as a voice
for freed slaves. The November 22, 1867, editorial

shows that despite resentments of how the
federal military had impleraented Reconstruction
policies, renewed federal initiatives to enfran-
chise and empower African Americans offerad
hope that freed slaves—whoe represented more
than 35 percent of the total population in the
South—might gain political power.

After three years” hesitation and delay the
National Government concluded ac last to take
the righe step for reconstruction. Every way was
first tried except the sound and logical one. The
first attempr at reconscruction was through mil-
irary power. Provisional officers, taken from the
army, were appointed as gavernors and mayors;
provost marshals and freedmen’s bureau agents
were intrusted with the supervision of affairs in
the country parishes. They understood very fit-
Uc of the political situation. Governor Shepley
discarded the propositions of the Free State
Committee. Provost masshals showed che rebels
more couctesy and granted them more favors
than they did to poar but devoted Union men.
Agenes of the Freedmen's Bureau might have
been designared as planters’ agencs. They took
mote crouble vo pracure hands for the owners
of large plantarions than to protect the freed
people and defend their rights. We stll recollect
Gen. Banks’ order on “small-pox passes,” by
which, under che absurd plea of preventing the
spreading of small-pox, the colored people were
placed under a law of exception as far as their
movements were concerned. They were not
allowed to change plantations, they could not
leave & place and hunt for work—which is the
natural right of all free laborers—unless they
first obtained a pass from their former emplay-
er, who, of course, refused to give them any.
The hypocritical “smallpox passes” remain on
Gen. Banks' record, as one of the most flagrant
failures to understand and ro cseablish freedom.
The pro-slavesy spisit inspired the act of the
militacy administration. The military was not the
power to understand civil liberty; generals used
to wbittary command, Fele berrer disposed in
favor of the common laborers. They were, more-
over, unwilling to take the responsibility of any

Avtendiv A: Reconstriectine the Nation

important change. And after Butler—who was
an exception to the sule—had lefi us, they did,
perhaps unconsciously, as much as they could
for the slave power, and as lircle as they could
for the cause of liberty and the rights of man.
At last, however, the military government
relinquished its hold. The Convention of 1864
assembled, and under the Constitution they
framed, a civil government having its legislative,
its execurive, and judicial officers, was inaugu-
rated. The atempt was made under the inspira-
tion of the milirary, and could be, of course,
but a continuance of the same errors already
made. A very small number of the people of 2
small number of parishes was called upon to
vote. The representarives of the old Union
minority of white men met at the Ciry Hall,
and ignoring the change of the times, believing
themselves the legitimate successars of King
Cotton, they made an oligarchical Constimu-
tion, nearly as bad, for it was as partial as thac
of 1852. They forgot through pride and pre-
sumption, that they had no power by them-
selves to uphold the white union oligarchy thus
created. The fact is thar the very day when mili-
tary cule came to an end, and the qualified vor-
ers—the white voters—under the Constitution
of 1864 wene to the polls, the Union oligarchs
were put aside and rehel officers reinstared in
their stead. It did nor take great power of intel-
fect to foresee the result. The Union and subse-
quently the Tribure warned our white friends,
at the time, of the evident fate in store for
them. Still they kepe up their illusions; for
could chey listen to 2 black organ? The duflest
arnong them believed himself smarrer than any
colored man in the land; and down they wens,
having consummated their own ruin. Gov. Wells
vindicated our ferebodings. He promptly
turned them out of office; and chen they could
see whether the black organ had seen things
correcdy or not. From that day they began to
call agein ac our office; they said they were
ready retrieve their faults, and to proclaim uni-
versal suffrage. Bur the golden opporcunity had
passed away, they had been blind ac the
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opporcune time; they had played in their
enemies hands. And rebels showed ac che Me-
chanics’ Institute how they intended to treat
them.

This was the end of the Union white mar's
government. Since the eventful day of the 30th
of July, 1866, we have lived under the grasp of
the rebel oligarchy, testored to power. But con-
gress has finally given us the means of relief
Afeer governments of minorities, we are ac Jass
enabled to organize a government of the peo-
m_.a. Let us hope thar the Coavention of 1867
will have more foresight, a sounder judgment
and moze liberalism than had the Convention
of 1864, They have to work in the incerest of
the whole people and secure the rights of alt
classes of citizens, of wharever race or color,
unless they ma.cﬂm to see the fabric chey will
attemnpt to build up crumble 1o pieces, and par-
Mum_Mm of the fate of the woﬁ.ﬁﬂn_mn erected m% “

—The New Orleans Tribune

APPENDIX A6

BLACK PARLIAMENT IN SOUTH
CAROLINA

White Southerners despised the new terms of
mmnozmgnaaz. They called Northerners who held
ommnm in the new state governments "carpetbag-
gers,” a term suggesting that they had no stake
in Southern society. Everything they owned could
be hastily packed up into 2 carpetbag stitcase.
Scuthern whites who cooperated with the new
gavernments were dubbed “scalawags.” The
spectacle of African Americans voting for public
office and holding elected positions shocked
white Southerners, Their very presence fostered
resentment and complaints of “Negro rule.”
._m_.:.mm $. Pike was an antislavery Republican
from .Zn._._m. He had worked for many years as a
Washington correspondent for Horace Greeley's
New York Tribune, Lincoln named Pike as minis-
ter ﬁ.v Holland in 1861. Pike visited South
Carolina during Reconstruction and wrote The
Frostrate State, which vividly described the
harshness of Reconstruction palicies on the
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state. ,_,m_m following excerpt offers a tragicomic
description of the state legislature in session.

Yesterday, about 4 EM,, the assembled wisdom
of the state, whose achievements are illustrated
on that cheater, issued forch from the stare-
house. About three~quarters of the ceowd be-
longed to the Afiican race. They were of every
hue, from the light octoroon to the deep black.
.ﬁwnw weee such 2 looking bedy of men as
mighe pour out of 2 market house or a coure-
house at random in any Southern state. Every
Negro type and physiognomy was here to be
seen, from the genteel servingman to the rough-
hewn customner from the rice or cotron fisld,
Their dress was as varied as their countenances.
\.H.rﬂ.n was the secondhand black frock coat of
infirm gentility, glossy and threadbare, There
was the stovepipe hat of many ironings and
mmwﬁn& styles, There was also 1o be szen 2 toral
disregard of the proprieties of costume in the
coarse and dirty garments of the field, the stub
Mpnwhﬁ and slouch hats of soiling labor. In some
instances rough woolen comforrers embraced
the neek and hid the absence of linen, Heavy
brogans and short, tormn trousers it was impossi-
En to hide. The dusky ride flowed out inro the
litrered and barren grounds and, issuing
through the coarse wooden fence of the inclo-
sute, melted away Into the street beyond. These
were the legislators of South Carolina,

We will enter the House of Represencatives.
Here sit one hundred and cwenty-four mem-
bees. mum these, cwenty-three are white men, rep-
resenting the remains of the old civilization,
These are good-looking, substantial citizens.
They are men of weight and standing in the
comrunities they represent. They are all from
nr.n hill counery. The frosts of sixcy and seventy
wincers whiten the heads of some among them.
There they sit, grim and silent. They feel them-
mm?nm to be but loose stones, thrown in to par-
am_._w. obstruct a current they are powerfess 1o
resist. They say litdle and do lictle as the days go
by. They simply warch che rising tide and mark
the progtessive steps of the inundarion, They

hold their places reluctanely, They fee) themselves
1o be in some sort martyrs, bound stoically o

i suffer in behalf of all chat srill great element in

! the srate whose prosteate forrunes are becoming
 the sport of an unpitying fate. Grouped in a cot-
ner of the comodious and well-furnished cham-

: ber, they stolidly survey the noisy riot that goes

i onin the grear black Left and Center, where

! the business and debates of the House are con-

_ ducted and where sit the serange and exerzordi-
_ nary guides of the forrunes of a once proud and
] baughty state. In chis crucial wial of his pride,
his manhoed, his peejudices, his spiric, it must

i be said of the Southern Bourbon of the

" Legislature that he comporrs himself with a dig-
nity; @ reserve, and a decorum is upon him. He
is gloomy, disconsalate, hopeless. The grayheads
of this generarion openly profess that they look
for no relief, They see no way of escape. The
tecovery of influence, of position, of conuol in
the seate, is fele by them to be impossible, They
accept their position wich a stoicism that prom-
ises no reward here or hereafier. They are the
types of a conquered race. They seaked all and
lost all. Their lives remain; their property and

_ their children do not. War, emancipation, and

grinding waxation have consumed chem. Their
struggle now is against complece confiscation.
They endure, and wait for the night.

This dense Negro crowd chey confront do
the debating, the squabbling, the lawmaking,
and create all the clamor and disorder of the
body. These twenty-three white men are bue the
observers, the enforced auditars, of the dull and
clumsy imitation of 2 deliberative body whose
appearance in their present capacity js at once a
wonder and a shame to modern civilizadion.

Deducting the twenty-three members re-
ferred to, who comprise the entire streageh of
the opposition, we find one hundred and one
rernaining, Of this one hundred and one, nine-
ty-four are colored, and seven are their white
allies....

One of the things thac first serike a casual
observer in this Negro assembly is the fluency
of debate, if the endless charter that goes on
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there can be dignified with the term. The
leading, topics of discussion are all well under-
stood by the members, as they ace of a practical
character and appeal dircctly to the personal
interests of every legislator as well as to those of
his constituents. When an appropriation bill is
up to raise money 1w catch and punish the Ku
Klux, they know exactly what it means. They
feel it in their bones. So too with educational
measures, The free schoal comes sight home to
them; then the business of arming and drilling
the black militia—they are eager on this point,
Sambo can talk on these topics and chose of
kindred characeer and cheir endless ramifica-
tions day in and day out. There is no end to his
gush and babble. The intellectual level is that of
a bevy of fresh converts at a Negro camp meet-
ing, OF course this lkind of ralk can be extended
indefinicely, Tt is the doggerel of debate and not
beyond the reach of the lowest parts. Then the
Negro is fmirative in the extreme. He can copy
like 2 partor or 2 monkey, and he is always
ready for a trial of his skill, He believes he can
do anything and never loses a chance 10 oy and
is just as ready to be laughed ac for his failure 25
applauded For his success, He is more vivacious
than the white, and being morc volasile and
good-natured, he is correspondingly more
irrepressible, His measure of language in his
limitations is at times ludicrous beyond meas-
wre. He notoriously loves 2 joke or an anecdore
and will burst into a broad guffaw on the small-
est provocation. He breaks out into an incoher-
ent harangue on the floor just as easily, and
being without practice, discipline, or experience
and wholly oblivious of Lindley Muiray or any
other restraint on composition, he will go on
repeating himself, dancing as it were to the
rausic of his own voice, forever. He will speak
half a dozen times on one question and every
time say the same things without knowing i.
He answers complerely to the descripdon of 2
stupid speaker in Parliament given by Lord
Derby on one accasion; it was said of him chac
he did nor know what he was going to say
when he got up, he did not know whar he was
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saying while he was speaking, and he did nor
know what he had said when he sat down.
Bur the old stagers admic chac che colored
brethren have a wonderful apness ac legislative
proceedings, They are quick as lightning at
detecting points of order, and they cerminly
make incessant and extraordinary use of their
knowledge. No one is allowed 1o calk five min-
uces withoue interruption, and one interruption
is the signal for another and another uncil the
original speaker is smothered under an ava-
lanche of them. Forty questions of privilege will
be raised in a day. Ac dmes nothing goes on but
alternating questions of order and of privilege.
The inefficient colored friend who sits in the
Speakeer’s chair cannot suppress chis extraordi-
nary element of the debate. Some of the black-
est members exhibir a pertinacity of intrusion
in raising these points of order and questions of
privilege that few white men can equal, Their
struggles to get the floor, their bellowings and
physical contortions, baffle description, The
Speakers hammer plays 2 perpetual tartos, afl
w 1o purpose. The ratking and the interrup-
tions from all quarters go on with the urmost
license, Every one estcerms himselfas good as
his neighbor and puts in his gar, apparently as
often for riet and canfusion as for anything
else. Ir ks easy to imagine what are his ideas of
proptiety and dignity among a crowd of his
owa color, and these are illustrated without
reserve. The Speaker orders 2 member whom he
has discovered to be particularly uneuly o rake
his sear. The member obeys and, with the same
motion he sits down, thraws his feec on his
desk, hiding himself from the Speaker by the
soles of his boots. In an insmnr he appears
again on the floor. After a few experiences of
this sort, the Speaker threacens, in a langh, 1o
call “the gemman” to order. This is considered a
capical joke, and a guffaw follows. The laugh
goes sound, and then the peanuts are cracked
and munched fasrer than ever, one hand being
employed in fortifying the inner man with this
nutriment of universal use while the other
enforces the views of the orator. This laughing
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propensity of the sable crowd is a grear cause of
disorder. They laugh as hens cackle—one
begins and all follow,

Bur underneath all this shocking burlesque
upon legislative proceedings, we must not for-
get that there is somerhing very real 1o this
uncouch and unmrored multitude. It is not all
sham nor all butlesque. They have a genuine
interest and a genuine earnestness in the busi-
ness of the assembly which we are bound wo
tecognize and respect unless we would be ace-
ounted shallow critics. They have an earnest
purpose, botn of a conviction that their posi-
tion and condition are not fully assured, which

lends a sore of dignity to their proceedings. The
barbarous, animated jargon in which they so
often indulge is on occasion seen 1o be so wans-
“parenly sincere and weighty in their own minds
that sympathy supplants disgust. The whole
thing is 2 wonderful novelty to them as well as
10 observets. Seven years ago these men were
raising corn and cotton under the whip of the
overseer, Today they are raising poines of order
and questions of privilege. They find they can
raise one as well as the other. They prefer the
latrer, It is casier and betver paid. Then, it is the
evidence of an accomplished sesult. Ir means
escape and defense from old oppressors. It
means [ibercy. It means the destruction of prison
ga._._m only too real to them. it is the sunshine of
their lives. It Is cheir day of jubilee. It is their
long-promised vision of the Lord God Almighty.
—JAMES SHEPHERD PIKE, The Prostrate State

APPENDIX A7
“A FuLL PARDON”

On December 25, 1868, Andrew Johnson issued
an amnesty proclamation pardening everyone who
participated in the Confederate war effort and
restaring their full rights as citizens. The amnesty
was similar to Lincoln's 1863 Proclamation of
Amnesty and Reconstruction. The restoration of
citizenship rights went contrary to Congress’s
Reconstruction pragram. Armed with the ability to
vote, Southemers used their restored political

“ -

sthority against the state governments estab-
thed by the federal gavernments.

{Wihereas, the authority of the Federal Govern-
ment having been re-established in all the States
1d Tecritories within the jurisdiction of the
Uniced States,...and that2a 5.2«3.& amnesty
und pardon for pasticipation in said rebellion
extended 1o all who have borne any part thecein
il tend to secure mnn“_rgﬂpﬂ %BnM. order, nﬂam
ity throughout the land, and to ren
WHMWM._W Rﬂon_“mwgmmnnna and m.n_nnmn& feek-
ing among the whole people, and their respect
for and atcachment to the National Govern-
ment, designed by its patiotic founders for the

eral gaod:
& Zo._w. therefore, be it known thac I, Andrew

" Johnson,...hereby prockim and declare uncon-

diionally, and withour reservation, to all »mm. 10
every person who directy or mnm_ﬁn&w partici-
pated in the late resurrection or rebellion, a full
pasdon and amnesty for the offence o.m treason
against the United Seates, or of adhering to
their enemmies during the late civil war, with

rescoration of all rights, privileges, and immuni-

fies under the constitution and the laws which
have been made in pursuance nrnnmom

In testimony whereof, I have signed these
presents with my hand, and have caused the

Unived States ro be hereunto affixed.
sl of he Hie — ANDREW JOHNSON

APPENDIX A.8
Tae Ku Kuux XLAN

Reacting against the enfranchisement of African

- " !
Americans, Southern s_:,.ﬂmm formed severa -
secret oqm_mammana during the era of Recons

i i ic d intimi-
sruction to undermine federal policies an
a_.w...n _318: Americans, The most rotarious man
largest group was the Ku Klux Klan, "ocsnmn._s
1866 in Pulaski, Tennessee. These organizations

murdered, whipped, and rerrorized African

Americans who attempted to exercise their new-

found rights as citizens.

i iptions of
The documents below provide descrip
the impact of the Ku Klux Klan. The first entry is

Amewenddi Ae Reconstructing the Nation

!
_
]
|
an account provided by 8en Johnson of Durham,
Sguth Carolina, when he was 56255_.8 m.n the
age of 85 for the Federa! Writers' Project's Slave
Narratives. The following document was a letter
presented by African-American residents in |
Erankfort, Kentucky. It was one of mm«mﬂ formal
complaints brought to Congress m_mn._.:m_ the feder-
4l government to the mxﬂmsn.am terrorism that was
belng inflicted on them, and it cites .m# mtm&m.n
incidents in which more than 50 African Americans
were murdered by the Ku Kiux Kiaa o mobs.
Congress responded to the rising .so_m.:nm by
making violent abuse of civil and mo__._nm_ ,..m_._nmx a
federal crime and directing the military to crac
down on Klan activities. Hurdreds of people were
arrested, leading to a decline in terrorism. The
end of Reconstruction in dm.\u..raimé_‘.
prompted a resurgence in lynchings, One hun-
dred or more Affican Americans were lynched
every year for the fast 20 years of n.:m.._ ath
century. Violence against African Americans was
typicatly used as a way to Intirmidate them from
attempting to elevate their suppressed status in
soclety.

A. “I Shaok Hands with Bob ‘fore they
ung Him”
%..munf.mnn will forgit when ?M%_?._u.m OUW Guy.
hung him for a scandalous insult to 2
MMW« io%uu. and they comed after him 2 hun-
dred strong.

They nmmﬁ him chere in the waods, and
they scrarches Cy's arm to git some blocd, and
with that blood they wrices that he shall hang
‘eween the heavens and earth till he am dead,
dead, dead, and that any nigger what takes
down the bady shall be hunged to0.

Well, sir, the next morning there ”n ?..Sm.

i er the road, and the sentence hanging
no_m.”.n_.‘.uh.” head. Nobody'd bother é.E..p &.u.._.n w..o&‘
for four days, and there it hung, swinging in
the wind, buc the fourth day the sheriff comes
and rakes it down.

There was Ed and Cindy, who "fore the war
belonged 10 Mr. Lynch, and after the war he
told "em to move. He gives ‘ema Eomﬁ_u. and
they ain't gone, so the Ku Kluxes gics ‘em,

Jc was on a cold night when they comed
and drugged che niggers outen bed. They
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carried ‘em down in the woods and whup
them, then they chrows em in the pond, their
bodies breaking the ice. Ed come out and come
to our house, bur Cindy ain't been seed since.

Sam Allen in Caswell County was told to
move, and after 2 month the hundred Ku Klux
come a-toting his casker, and they rells him thar
his time has come and iffen he wants to tell his
wife goodbye and say his prayets hurry up,

They set the coffin on two chairs, and Sam

kisses his old woman who am a-crying, then he
kneels down side of his bed with his head on the
pillow and his arms throwed out in front of him.

He sets there for a minute and when he riz
he had a long knife in his hand. "Fore he could
be grabbed he done kill ovo of the Ku Kluxes
with the knife, and he done gone outen the
door. They ain't carch him heither, and che next
night when they comed back, termined 1o gir
him, they shot another nigger by acciden, ...

I know one time Miss Hendon inherits 2
thousand dollars from her pappy's state, and
that nighe she goes with hee sweetheart o the
grte, and on her way back to the house she gits
knocked in the head with a axe. She screams,
and her two nigger servants, Jim and Sam, runs
and saves het, but she am robbed.

Then she rells the folkses thar Jim and Sam
am the guilty pardes, but her lirdle siscer swears
thae they ain®, so they gits out of it.

After char they finds out that it am five
mens—Atwarer, Edwards, Andrews, Davis, and
Markham. The preacher comes down to where
they am hanging to preach their funeral, and he
stands there while lightning plays round the
dead men'’s heads and the wind blows the trecs,
and he preaches such a sexmon as ] ain't never
heard before.

Bob Boylan falls in love with 2nother wo-
tman, so he buens his wife and four young-uns
up in their house,

The Ku Khuxes gits him, of course, and
they hangs him high on the old red oak on the

Hillsboro road. After they hunged him, his
lawyer says to us boys, “Bury him good, boys,
just as good a5 you'd bury me iffen I was dead.”
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I shook hands with Bob "fore they hunged
him, and T helped ta bury him too, and we
bury him nices, and we all hopes that he done
gone to glory,

—BEN JOHNSON, SLAVE NARRATIVES

B. Frankfort, Kentucky, Congressional Petition

To the Senare and house of Representarives

in Congress assembled: We the Colored Cixi-
2ens of Frankfort and vicinicy to this day
memorialize your honerable bodies upon the
condition of affairs now existing in this the
state of Kentucky.

We would sespectfully state that life, libesey
and property 2re unpracecred among the col-
ored races of this state. Organized Bands of des-
pesate and lawless men nuainly composed of
soldiers of the late Rebel armies, Armed disci-
plined and disguised and bound by Oath and
seczet obligations, have by force terrar and vio-
lence subverted all civil society among Colored
people, thus urterly rendering insecure the safe-
ty of persons and property overthrowing all
those rights which are the primary basis 2nd
objects of the government which are expressly
guaranteed 1o us by the Constitution of the
United States as amended; We believe you are
not familiar with che description of the Ku
Klux Klans riding nightly over the COUTy
geing from County co County and in the
County towns spreading terror wherever they
g0, by robbing whipping ravishing and kitling
our peaple without provocation, compelling
Colored people to brake the ice and bathe in

the Chilly waters of the Kentucky River.

The Legislature has adjourned they refissed
10 cnact any laws ro suppress Ku Klux disorder,
We regard them as now being licensed to con-
tinue their datk and bloody deeds under cover
of the dark nighr. They refuse to allow us w
testify in the state Courcs where a white man is
concemned. We find cheir deeds are petpetrared
only upon Colored men and whice Repub-
licans, We also find that for our services to the
Government and our race we have become che
specizl object of hamed and persecution at che

hands of the Democratic party. Our people are
driven from cheir homes in great u:B_um_..m w.&.?
ing no tedress only the U.S. Courts which is in
many cases unable to reach them., We would

1 suee that we have been law abiding clcizens,

ur tax and in many pares of the statc our
“M%_n have been driven from the poles, nnm_wnm
the right to vote. Many have been staughtere
while atrempting to ﬁ_:n. we ask how long is
is state of things to last, »
e mﬂﬁﬂ appeal Bmwou as law abiding citizens to
enact some Jaws chat will protect vs. ?& that
will enable us to exercise the rights of citizens. We
e that the senator from this stare denies there
being organized Bands of desperaders in the state
for informarion we lay before you an .E“_q_&mn of
violent acts occurred during his Adminiszration.
Albough he [Governor John, W] .mnnﬁ:mcﬂ says
half Dozen instances of violence did occur these
ate not mote than one half the acts that have
occured. The Democraric party has here a politi-
cal organization composcd only of Democrats
net a single Republican can join m._nmn ir.o_a
many of these acts have been committed it rﬁ
been proven chat they were the men, don i:r.
Armies from the State baﬁ.& We pray you will
take steps to remedy these evils. )

Don by a Commireee of Grievances app-
ointed at 2 meedng of all the Colored Cirizens
of Frankfort & vicinicy. Ve 25. 1871
Henry Marrs, Teacher colored school
Henry Lynn, Livery stable kecper
. N, Trumbo, Grocer
Sarmue] Damsey
B, Smith
B.'T. Crampron, Barber

1. A mob visited Harrodsburg in Mercer
County to take from jail a man named
Rebertson, Nov. 14, 1867. o

2. Smith actacked and whipped by regulation in

Zelun County Nov, 1867. ) o

3. Colored schaol house burned by incendiasies

in Brackinridge Deec. 24, 1867, o
4. A Negro Jim Macklin taken from jail in
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Frankfort and hung by mob January 28,
1868.

5. Sam Davis hung by mob in Hacrodsburg
May 28, 18G8. o

6. AQM. Picrce hung by & mob in Christian July

12, 1868. ] )

7. Geo. Roger hung by a mob in Bradsfordville

Martin County July 11, 1868. )

8. Colored school Exhibition ac Midway
actacked by 2 mob July 31, Emm..

9, Seven person ordered to Jeave their homes 2t

Standford, Ky Aug. 7, 1868.

10. Silas Woodford age siay badly _...o.ﬁnn by
disguised mob. Mary Smith Curts and
Margaret Mosby also badly beaten, near
Keene Jessemine County Aug. _mm.m. ]

11. Cabe Fields shor—and killed by disguised
men near Keene Jessamine County Aug. 3,
1868, .

12. James Gaines expelled from Andetson by
Ku Klux Aug. 1868. .

13. James Patker killed by Ku Klux Pulaski,
Aug, 13G8. . b

14. Noah Blankenship whipped by a mob in
Pulaski County Aug. 1868. )

15. Negroes attacked robbed and driven from
Summecville in Green County Aug. 21,
1868. )

16. William Gibson and Jehn Gibson hung
by a mob in Washington County Aug.
1868.

17. E. M. Montford hung by a meb near Cagers
landing in Jessamine County Aug. 28,
1868. .

18, Win. Glassgow killed by a mob in Warren
Counury Sep. 3, 1868,

19. Negro hung by a mob Sep, mmmm.

20. Two Negros beaten by Ku Klus in Anderson
county Sept. 11, 1863, ) )

21. Mob atacked house of Oliver Swone in
Fayerte county Sept. 11, Hmam.. )

22, Mob ateacked Cumins house in Pulaski
County. Cumins his daughter and 2 man
named adams killed in the acrack Sept. 18,

1868.
23. U. S. Marshall Meriwether attacked captured
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and beatened with death in Larue County
by mob Sept. 1868,
24, Richardson house attacked in Conishville
by mob and Crasban killed Sepr. 28 1868,
25. Mob anacks Negro cabin at hanging forks
in Linceln County. John Mosteran killed &
Cash & Coffey killed Scpt. 1869.
26. Terry Laws 8 James Ryan hung by mob ac
Nicholasville oct. 26, 1868,
27. Artack on Negro eabin in Spencer County—
awoman outraged Dec. 1868.
28. Two negroes shot by Ku Khux at Sulphur
Springs in Union County Dec. 1868.
29. Negro shor at Morganficld Union Counry,
Dec. 1868,
30. Mob visited Edwin Burris house in Mercer
County, January, 1869.
31. William Packer whipped by Ku Klux in
Lincoln County Jan, 20/69,
32. Mob ateacked and fired into house of Jasse
Davises in lincoln County Jan. 20, 1868,
33. Spears ken from his room at Harrodsburg
by disguise men Jan. 19, 1869.
34, Albert Bradford killed by disguise men in
Scort County, fan. 20, 1869,
35. Ku Klux whipped boy at Standford March
12, 1869.

36. Mob aacked Frank Bournes housz in
Jessamine Counry. Roberrs killed March 1869,

37. Geo Bratcher hung by mob on sugar creek
in Garrard County March 30, 1869,

38. John Penny hung by 2 mob at Nevada
Mercer county May 29, 1869,

39. Ku Klux whipped Lucien Green in Lincoln
county June 1869.

40. Miiler whipped by Ku Khux in madison
country July 2d, 1869,

41. Chas Henderson shot and his wife killed by
mob on silver creck Madison county July
1869.

42. Mob decoy from Harrodsburg and hangs
Geo Balling July 17, 1869,

43. Disguise band visited home of T. C,
Vanarsdall and T, ], Vanarsdall in Mercer
county July 18/69.

44. Mob atcack Romsey’s house in Casey
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country thres men and one woman Kilied
July 1869.

45. James Crowders hung by mob near
Lebanon Merion county Aug, 9, 1869

46. Mob tar and feather a citizen of
Cynthiana in Harrison county Aug.
1869.

47. Mob whipped and bruised 2 Negro in
Davis county Sepr. 1869,

48. Ku Klux burn colored meeting-house in
Carrol county Sepr, 1859,

49. Ku Klux whipped a negro at John
Carmins’s farm in Fayeue county Sepe.
1869.

50. Wiley Gevens killed by Ku Khux at Dixon
Webster county Oct, 1869.

51. Geo. Rose killed by Ku Klux near Kirkville
in Madison county Qcr. 18, 1869,

52. Ku Klux ordered Wallace Sinkhorn to leave
his home near Parkville Boyle county Oc.
1869.

55. Man named Shepherd shot by mob aear
Parksville Oct. 1869,

54. Regularor killed Geo Tanehly in Lincoln

county Nov. 2d. 1869.
5. Ku Klux atracked Frank Searcy house in
madison county one man shot Nov. 1869,
56. Searcy hung by mob madison county ac
Richmond Nov. 4th, 1869,

57. Ku Klux killed Robr. Mershon daughter
shot Nov. 1869,

58. Mob whipped Pope Hall and Willett in
Washingten county Nov. 1869.

59. Regulacors whipped Cooper in Palaski
County Nov. 1869,

60. Ku Klux ruffians outraged negeoes in
Hickman county Nov. 20, 1869.

61. Mob take two Negroes from jail Richmond
Madison county one hung one whipped
Dec. 12, 1869.

62. Two Negroes killed by mob while in civil
MMMM&‘ near Mayfield Graves county Dec.

63. Allen Cooper killed by Ku Klux in Adair
county Dec. 24th, 1869,

64. Negroes whipped while on Scote’s farm in

Franklin county Dec. 1869.
—CoLORED CITiZENS OF FRANKEORT
AND VICINITY

APPENDIX A9
“WE Hap Onry OUR
IGNORANCE”

With the end of Reconstruction in the South, the
protections and opportunities provided to freed
shves evaporated. Southem white Democratic
state governments passed faws sharply restrict-
g the newfound rights of African Americans and

. segregated blacks from white society. Plantation

owners found new ways to bound their former
staves as miserably paid warkers through share-
wopping and other arangements. For all practical
purposes, many African Americans found them-
selves in virtually the same position they had
occupied befare their emancipation. This person-
af story of one anonymous former Geargia slave,
which was published in the independent maga-
zing, illustrates the chicanery, corruption and
brutality that characterized blackwhite relations
in the post-Reconstruction Scuth.

1am 2 Negro and was born some time during

" the war in Elbert County, Ga., and I reckon by

this tire I must be a litde over fory years old.
My mother was not married when I was boen,
and I never knew who my father was or any-
thing about him. Shertly after the war my
mother died, and I was left to the care of my
uncle. All chis happened before I was eight
yeats old, and so I can’t remember very much
about it. When I -was abour ten years old my
uncle hired me out to Caprain. ... I was told
that the Captain wanted me for his house-boy;
and that later on he was going to train me ta be
his coachman. To be a coachunan in those days
was considered a post of honor, and young as I
was, | was glad of the chance.

But I had not been at che Capuain's a
month before I was put to work on the farm,
with some twenty or thirty other Negroes men,
women and children. From the beginning the
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boys had the same rasks as the men and wo-
men, There was no difference. We all worked
hard during che week, and would frolic on
Saturday nights and often on Sundays. And
everybody was happy. The men got $3 a week
and the women $2. I don’s know whar the chil-
dren got, Every week my uncle collected my
money for me, but it was very little of it thac 1
ever saw. My uncle fed and clothed me, gave
me a place to slecp, and altowed me twen or fif-
teen cents a week for “spending change,” as he
called k.

1 must have been seventeen or cighteen years
old before I gor tired of thar arrangement, and
felt that 1 was man enough to be working for
myself and handling my own wages. ... Un-
known to my uncle or the Caprain I went off
10 a neighboring plantation and hired myself
out to another man. The new landlord agreed
10 give me forty cents a day and furnish me one
meal. I thought that [ was doing fine. Brighe
and early one Monday morning I started for
work, still not letting the others know anything
about ic. Bue chey found it out before sundown.
The Captain came over to the new place and
brought some kind of officer of the law. The
officer pulled our a long piece of paper from his
pocker and read it to my new employer, When
this was done I heard my new boss say:

“I beg your pardon, Caprain. I didn't know
this nigger was bound out to you, or I wouldn't
have hired him."

“He certainly is bound aut to me,” said the
Captain. “He belongs to me undl he is owency-
ane, and I'm going to make him know his place.”

So I was carried back to the Captain’s.
That night he made me swip off my clothing
down o my waist, had me tied to a tree in his
baclyard, ordered his foreman to give me thicty
Jashes with 2 bugpy whip across my bare back,
and stood by unril it was done. After thac expe-
rience the Captain made me stay on his place
night and day, bur my uncle sill continued 1o
“draw” my moncy.

1 was 2 man nearly grown before I knew
how to count from one to one hundred. [ was 2
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man nearly grown before I ever saw 2 colored
school teacher. I never went to school a day in
my life. To-day I can't write my own name,
though I can read a little, I was a man nearly
grown before I ever rode on a rilroad train,
and then J wene on an excursion from Elberton
0 Athens, What was true of me was true of
hundreds of other Negroes around me—'"way
off there in the country, fifteen or twenty miles
from the nearest town.

When I reached twenty-one the Caprain
told me T was a free man, but ke utged me ro
stay with him. He said he would treat me right,
and pay me as much as anybody else would.
The Captain’s son and I were about the same
age, and the Caprain said tha, as he had owned
my mocher and uncle during stavery, and as his
son didn't want me to leave them (since I had
been with them so long), he wanted me o stay
with the old family. And I stayed. 1 signed 2
contract—~that is, I made my mark for one year,
The captain was to give me $3.50 2 week, and
furnish me 2 little house on the plantation—a
one-room log cabin similar w chose used by his
other laborers.

During that year I married Mandy, For sev-
eral years Mandy had been the house-servant
for the Capeain, his wife, his son and his threa
daugliers, and they all seemed to chink 2 good
deal of her. As an evidence of their regard they
gave us fucniture, which cost abour $25, and
we sec up housekeeping in one of the Caprain's
wwo-raom shanties. I thought I was the biggesc
man in Georgia. Mandy stll kept her place in
the “Big House” after our marriage. We did so
well for the first year that I renewed my contrace
for the second year, and the third, fourth and
fifth year I did the same thing,

Before the end of the fifth year the Caprain
had died, and his son, whe had married some
two or three years before, took charge of the
plantation. Also, for two or three years, chis son
had been serving at Adantz in some big office
1o which he had been elecced. I chink itwas in
the Legislature or something of that sort any-
how; all the peaple called him Senaror, At the

856

end of the fifth year the Senator suggested thae
I sign up 2 conumct for ten years; then, he said,
we wouldn't have to fix up papers every year. |
asked ny wife abour it; she consented; and so 1
made a ten-year contract.

Noc long afterward the Senator had 2 long,
low shanty built on his place, A great big chim-
ney, with a wide, open fireplace, was builc ac
one end of it, and on each side of the house,
running lengthwise, there was a row of flames
or stalls just large enough to hold 2 single mat-
wess. ... They looked for all the world like stalls
for horses. ... Nobody seemed to know wha
the Senator was fixing for.

All doubes were pur aside one bright day in
April when about forty able-bodied Negroes,
bound in iron chains, and some of them hand-
cuffed, were broughr out to the Senator’s farm
in three big wagons. They were quarcered in
the long, low shanty, and it was afterward called
the stockade. This was the beginning of the
Senator’s conviet camp. These men were prison-
ets who had been leased by the Senator from

the State of Georgia at abour $200 each per
year, the State agrecing to pay for guards and
Physicians, for necessary inspection, for
inquests, all rewards for escaped convicrs, the
cost of litigation and all ocher incidental camp
expenses. When I saw these men in shackles,
and the guards with their guns, I was scared
neasly vo death. I felt like running away, bu I
didn’t know where to go. And if there hed been
any place to go 10, I would have had ta leave
my wife and child behind.

We free laborers held 2 meeting, We all
wanited to quit, We sent 2 man ro tell the
Senator about iv. Word came back thar we were
alt under contrace for ten years and thar the
Senator would hold us to the lecter of the con-
trace, or put us in chains and lock us up—the
same as the ether prisoners. It was made plain
to us by some white people we twlked 1o thac in
the contracts we had signed we had all agreed
to be locked up in a stockade ax night or at any
ather time that our employer saw fit; further,
we learned that we could not lawfully break our

!

contract for any reason and go and hire

ourselves to somebody else without the consent
of aur employer; and, more than thar, if we got
mad and ran away, we could be run down by
bleodhounds, arrested without process of law,
and be returned to our employers, who, accord-
ing to the contract, might beat us brutally or
administer any other kind of punishment thar
he thought proper. )

In other words, we had sold ourselves into
slavery-—and what could we do about it? The
white folks had all the courss, all the guns, ali
the hounds, all the railroads, all che telegraph
wires, all the newspapess, all the maney, and
nearly all the land, and we had only our igno-
sance, our paverty and our empty hands. We
decided thar the best thing to do was to shur

i our mouths, say nothing, and go back to work.
: And most of us worked side by side with those
i convicts during the remainder of the ten years.

But this first batch of convices was only dhe
beginning. Within six months anather stockzde
was builr, and twenty or thirty other convicts
were brought to the plantation, among them six
o ¢ight women! The Senator had bought an
additional thousand actes of land, and to his
dlready Jazge cotton plancarion he added two
great big saw-mills and went into the lumber
business. Within two years the Senator had in
all neasly 200 Negroes working on his plantation
abour half of them free laborers, so called, and
about half of them convices. The only differ-
ence between the free laborers and the others
was that the free laborers could come and go a5
they pleased, at night that is, they were not
locked up at night, and were not, as 2 general
thing, whipped for slight offenses.

The troubles of the free laborers began at
the close of the ten-year period. To a man, they
all wanted to quit when the time was up. Toa
man, they all refused 1o sign new contracts—
even for one year, not to say anything of ten
years. And just when we thought that our
bondage was av an end we found that it had
really just begun. Two ar three yeass before, or
about a year and a half after the Senator had

Annendie A: Reconstructine the Nation

starced his camp, he had esrablished = large
store, which was called the comunissary. All of
us free laboress were compelled ta buy our sup-
plies—food, clothing, ete. from the swore. We
never used any money in our dealings ar the
commissacy, only tickets or orders, and we had
a general setdement once each year, in October.
In this store we were charged all sores of high
prices for goods, because every year we would
come ot in debt to our employer. If nor thar,
we seldom had more than $5 or $10 coming to
us and thar for a whole year's work. Well, at the
close of the tenth year, when we kicked and
meant to leave the Senator, he said o some of
us with a smile (and I never will forgec thac
smile—I can see it now):

“Boys, P'm sorry you're going to leave me. [
hope you will do well in your new places—so
well that you will be able to pay me the lirtle
balances which most of you owe me.”

Word was sent out for all of us to meet him
at the commissary at 2 o'clock. There he Sﬁ us
that, after we had signed what he called a writ-
ten acknowledgment of our debts, we might go
and look for new places. The store-keeper ok
us one by one and read to us statements of our
acoounts, According to the books there was no
man of us who owed the Senator less than $100;
some of us were put down for as much as $200.
I owed $165, according to the bookkeeper.
These debts were not accumulated during one

year, bue ran back for three and four years, so
we wete told in spite of the fact that we uadec-
stood that we had had a full serlement ar the
end of each year. But no one of us would have

dared 1o dispute a white man’s word— o, no;
not in those days. Besides, we feflows didn't
care anything abour the amounts we were after
getring away; and we had been told thac we
might go, if we signed the acknowledgments.
We would have signed anything, jusc to et
away. So we stepped up, we did, and made our
marks.

That same night we were rounded up by a
constable and ten or vwelve white men, who
aided him, and we were locked up, every one of
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us, in the Senaror’s stockades. The next
morning it was cxplained to us by the two
guards appointed to watch us thar, in the
papers we had signed the day before, we had
not only made acknowledgment of our indebs-
edness, bur that we had also agreed to work for
the Senator unti] the debts were paid by hard
labor. And from that day forward we were treac-
ed just like convicts. Really we had made our-
selves lifedime slaves, or peons, as the laws
called us. Bur, call i slavery, peonage, or whar
nat, the truth js we lived in a hell on earth
what time we spent in the Senator's peon camp.

1 lived in that camp, as a peon, for nearly

three years, My wife fared berter than I did, as
did the wives of some of the other Negroes,
because the white men about the camp used
these unfortunate crearures as their mistresses,
When I was first put in the stockade, my wife
was still kepe for a while in the “Big House,”
buz my liwtle boy, whe was only nine years old,
was given away to a Negro family across the
tiver in South Carolina, and I never saw or
heard of him after thar, When I left the camp,
my wife had had two children by some one of
the white bosses, and she was living in faitly
goad shape in a little house off to herself,

Bur the poor Negra women who were not
in the class with my wife fared about as bad as
the helpless Negro men, Most of the time the
women 41?.0 were WGODM or 8=<mﬁnm were com-
pelled to wear men’s clothes. Sometimes, when
T have seen them dressed like men, and plow-
ing or hoeing or hauling logs or working ac
the blacksmith’s trade, just the same as men,
my heatt would bleed and my blood would
bell, bue I was powerless 1o taise 2 hand, I
waonld have meant deach on the spot to have
said a word, Of the first six women brought o
the camp, two of them gave birth to children
after they had been there more than twelve
months and the babies had white men for
their fathers!

The stockades in which we stepe were, 1
believe, the filthiest places in the world. They

were cesspools of nastiness. During the three
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years that I was there I am willing to swear chat
a mattress was never moved after ic had been
brought there, except to turn it over once or
twice a month, No sheets were used, anly dark-
colored blankers. Most of the men slept every
night in the clothing thar they had worked in
all day. Some of the worst characters were made
to sleep in chains, The doors were locked and
barred each night, and rallow candles were the
only lights allowed, Really the stockades were
buc lietle more than cow sheds, home stables or
hog pens....
Bue T didn'c eell you how I got out. I didnt
ger out—they put me out, When I had served
as a peon for nearly three years—and you re-
member that they claimed that I owed them
only $165—when I had served for nearly dhree
years, one of the bosses came to me and said
that my time was up. He happened to be the
one who was said to be living with my wife. He
gave me 4 new suit of overalls, which cost abour
seventy-five cents, took me in a buggy and
carried me actoss the Broad River into Souch
Carolina, set me down and told me co “gie.” I
didn’t have a cent of money, and T wasn'e feeling
well, but somehow I managed o get a move on
me. I begged my way to Columbia. In two or
theee days I ran across a man looking for labor-
ers to carry to Birmingham, and I joined his
gang. I have been here in Birmingham districe
since they released me, and I reckon I'll die
cither in a coal mine or an iron furnace. It don't
make much difference which, Either is berter
than a Georgia peon camp. And 2 Georgia peon
camp is hell kself.
~—ANONYMOUS, Independent Magazine

APPENDIX A.10

“THE UNEDUCATED NEGRO
Was Too WEeag”

Controversy and fraud marked the 1876 presi-
dentiai election between Republican Rutherford 8.
Hayes and Democrat Samuel J. Tilden. A special
commission was formed to resolve 20 disputed

: gectaral votes. On a strictly partisan 8-7 vote,

the commission assigned all the disputed votes

to Hayes, reaning he would win the electoral
vate 185-184. Infuriated Democrats threatened
to contest the election but instead struck a deal
vith Hayes and the Republicans. In exchange for
temoving troops from the South, naming a
Southemner to the cabinet, and allocating federal
aid to the South, the Southern Democrats ag-
reed to support the commission’s finding, As a
resuft, Dernocrats regained state political control
throughout the reglon. Former South Carofina
governar Daniel Chamberlain wrote about the fall
of the Republican Party In South Carolina to
Wiliam Uoyd Garrison in June 1877.

Dear Mr. Garrisost...

Your prophecy is fulfilled, 2nd I am not
only overthrown, but as a consequence I am
now a cicizen of New York. It scems to me a
temarkable experience indeed, though [ hope 1
do not egotistically cxaggerare it, for I am sure
it will soon be forgocten by most men in the
press and huery of new events. Why I write this
line now and send it to Boston when I know
you are in Europe, is because I fee] like putting
on record my main reflections on my experi-
ences of the last three years. ...

First, then, my defeat was inevitable under
the circumstances of time and place which sue-
sounded me. I mean here exactly thar the uned-
ucated negro was too weak, no matter what his
numbers, to cope with the whites.

We had lost tao, the sympathy of the North,
in some large measure, though we never deserved
it so certainly as in 1876 in Souch Carolina.

The Presidential contest also endangered us
and doubtless defeated us. The hope of electing
Tilden incited our opponents, and the greed of
office led the defeated Republicans under Hayes
10 sell us our. ‘There was just as distinct a bar-
gain to do this ac Washington as ever existed
which was not signed and sealed on papec. And
the South is not to be blamed for ir, if anybody
is; bus rather those leaders, like Evarts, who
could never sce their Constitutional abligarions
towards the Souch until the offices wete slip-
ping away from their party.
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So the end came, but not as you expected. ...
~—DANIEL CHAMBERLAIN

APPENDIX A11

“A GENERAL
REESTABLISHMENT OF
ORDER”

When President Rutherford B. Hayes delivered his
first annual message to Congress in December
1877, all of the conditions In the political agree-
ment between the Republicans and the Bemo-
crats had heen accomplished, The Reconstruction
Era ended, and a century-long dominance of seg-
regationist Democratic state governments in the
South had been initiated, Hayes—who was a
decorated Civil War veteran and radical Republi-
can who voted for Johnsan's impeachment—
emphasized the need for North and South to
continue the reconcillation of differences. Hayes
praised the progress that had been made in the
South in reestablishing its economy, polltical sta-
bility and judicial system.

To complete and make permanent the pacifica-
tion of the country continues to be, and undl it
is fully zccomplished raust remain, the most
important of all our national interests. The
earnest purpose of goad citizens generally to
unite their efforts in this endeavor is evident, Ic
found decided expression in the resolutions
announced in 1876 by the national conventions
of the leading political parties of the counrtry.
There was a widespread apprchension that the
momentous results in our progress as a nation
marked by the recent 2mendments to the
Constitution were in imminent jeopardy; char
the good understanding which prompted their
adoption, in the interest of a loyal devotion o
the general welfare, mighr prove 2 barren truce,
and thac the two sections of the country, once
engaged in civil strife, might be again almost as
widely severed and disunited 25 they were when
arcayed in arms against cach other,

The course to be pursued, which, in my
judgment, seemed wisest in the presence of this
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